Gender issues in pulmonary vascular disease.
Gender differences in pulmonary vascular diseases, as exemplified by primary pulmonary hypertension and scleroderma-related pulmonary hypertension, are not well-explained; however, in general terms, they seem to be related to a combination of genetic predispositions and gender-specific environmental triggers. More information is needed in both areas with respect to mechanisms of disease. More information also is needed about possible gender differences in disease presentation,course, and response to treatments.